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(54) Universal serial bus network peripheral device 



(57) A USB peripheral interface function (28), such 
as a modem (14), for scheduling communications from 
a host computer (12) over a communications facility is 
disclosed. A USB interface device (30) contains a 
shared memory (44) in which isochronous and bulk end- 
points (240. 240') are established, and at which the mes- 
sage data are stored by the host computer ( 1 2) for trans- 
mission. Priority scheduling logic (137) in a transmit con- 
troller (132) selects which of the endpoints (240, 240') 
are to be accessed, for retrieval and transmission of the 
message data, according to a priority scheme. For con- 



nection-less communications, such as those according 
to IP protocols, a priority scheme is followed by the pri- 
ority scheduling logic (1 37). For Asynchronous Transfer 
Mode (ATM) communications according to various 
Quality of Service (QoS) categories, isochronous end- 
points (240') are associated with delay-sensitive mes- 
sages such as those of the Constant Bit Rate (CBR) cat- 
egory, while bulk endpoints (240') are associated with 
non-delay-sensitive messages such as those of the Var- 
iable Bit Rate (VBR) ; Available Bit Rate (ABR), and Un- 
specified Bit Rate (UBR) categories. 
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Description 

cross-reference to related applications 

[0001] This application claims the benefit, under 35 
U.S.C. §11 9(e)(1), of U.S. Provisional Application No. 
607166,889 (TI-29867PS), filed November 22. 1999, 
and incorporated herein by this reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] This invention is in the field of data communi- 
cations, and is more specifically directed to data com- 
munications over a network by way of a Universal Serial 
Bus (USB) peripheral device. 

[0003] Universal Serial Bus ("USB") is a recently-de- 
veloped technology established by a joint effort of vari- 
ous companies, and standardized in Universal Serial 
Bus Specification, Revision 1,1, September 23. 1998, 
incorporated herein by reference. The USB Specifica- 
tion is directed to improving the user-friendliness of 
computers and their peripheral devices. In a USB sys- 
tem, peripheral devices are coupled to the host personal 
computer or workstation computer in a ticred-star topol- 
ogy over the USB bus. The USB bus may be present 
internally in the host computer, but more typically will be 
physically embodied by standardized external USB 
ports and cabling. In this way. external USB peripheral 
devices will not occupy conventional specialized serial 
and parallel ports. Logically, the USB bus is mastered 
by a USB host resident in the host personal computer 
or workstation, with the USB peripherals operating as 
slave devices on that bus. 

[0004] The USB technology provides significant ad- 
vantages to the computer system user, including the 
ability to connect up to 1 27 peripheral devices, in a "dai- 
sy-chain" tiered-star topology, to a single USB port on 
the host computer. The USB technology also permits the 
user to connect and disconnect USB peripheral devices 
to and from the USB system without requiring system 
power-down, and generally with little or no configuration 
input required from the user. This capability provides 
considerable flexibility and potential cost reduction in 
comparison to many conventional systems, particularly 
those which can only support one peripheral device per 
port. USB systems can also easily integrate various 
functions such as data, voice, and video, through a sin- 
gle serial-data transfer protocol, without requiring add- 
on cards and their associated mainboard slots. Addition- 
ally, the master-slave arrangement permits the relatively 
high processing capacity of the host computer to per- 
form and manage much of the data processing required 
for the peripheral function. 

[0005] A network adapter is one type of peripheral de- 
vice now being implemented as a USB device. The USB 
network adapter effects data communications over a 
communications network, such as a local area network 
(LAN) located within an office, a wide area network 



(WAN) for proprietary communications among remote 
locations, or the public network referred to as the Inter- 
net. 

[0006] A specific type of network adapter is a modu- 
s lator/demodulator, or "modem", which encodes and de- 
codes data communicated as a modulated signal over 
a communications facility, such as a twisted-pair tele- 
phone line. Conventional voice-band modems have 
long been used for data communication over conven- 
10 tional telephone lines by way of modulated analog sig- 
nals carried at audible frequencies. A relatively recent 
technology by way of which remote, home, or small of- 
fice workstations can now connect to the Internet is re- 
ferred to in the art as digital subscriber loop ("DSL"). 
15 DSL refers generically to a public network technology 
that delivers relatively high bandwidth, far greater than 
current voice modem data rates, over conventional tel- 
ephone company copper wiring at limited distances. 
[0007] Using either a voice-band or a DSL modem, 

20 conventional computers can establish and support mul- 
tiple communications "sessions", according to conven- 
tional communications protocols. Connection-oriented 
networks, such as operating under Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode (ATM) communications, control multiple 

25 sessions according to one of several priority schemes. 
For example, some of the multiple channels carrying the 
communications sessions are set to higher priorities 
than other channels. The available bandwidth is then as- 
signed according to the channel priority. Bandwidth may 

30 be awarded strictly on a priority basis, or on a weighted 
basis so that each channel is awarded some bandwidth 
but in an amount that varies with its priority. Another pri- 
ority scheme is simply a round-robin scheme, in which 
each channel receives bandwidth in turn. 

35 [0008] A common "connection-less" communications 
approach is referred to as packet-based data commu- 
nications, in which certain network nodes operate as 
concentrators to receive and store portions of messag- 
es, referred to as packets, that are issued by the sending 

40 units. Examples of connection -I ess communications op- 
erate according to the well-known IP protocols. These 
packets are then routed to a destination concentrator, 
which in turn forwards the message to the receiving unit 
that is indicated by the packet address. The size of the 

45 packet refers to the maximum upper limit of information 
that can be communicated between concentrators (i.e., 
between the store and forward nodes), and is typically 
a portion of a message or file. Each packet includes 
header information relating to the source and destina- 

so tion network addresses, permitting proper routing of the 
message packet. Packet switching with short length 
packets ensures that routing paths are not unduly dom- 
inated by long individual messages, and thus reduces 
transmission delay in the store- an d-forward nodes. 

55 Packet-based data communications technology has en- 
abled communications to be carried out at high data 
rates, up to and exceeding hundreds of megabits per 
second. 
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[0009] A well-known fast packet switching protocol 
which combines the efficiency of packet switching with 
the predictability of circuit switching, is Asynchronous 
Transfer Mode (generally referred to as "ATM"). Accord- 
ing to ATM protocols, message packets are subdivided 
into cells of fixed length and organization, regardless of 
message length or datatype (i.e.. voice, data, or video). 
Each ATM cell is composed of fifty-three bytes, five of 
which are dedicated to the header and the remaining 
forty-eight of which serve as the payload. According to 
current ATM protocols, ATM packets consist of up to six- 
ty-four fixed-length ATM cells. The fixed size of the ATM 
cells enables packet switching to be implemented in 
hardware, as opposed to software, resulting in transmis- 
sion speeds in the gigabits-per-second range. In addi- 
tion, the switching of cells rather than packets permits 
scalable user access to the network, with data rates 
ranging from a few Mbps to several Gbps. 
[0010] The multiple "virtual connections" over which 
a computer may effect ATM communications can be pri- 
oritized to more efficiently utilize available bandwidth. 
For example, certain types of communications have 
time-sensitivity and require real-time fidelity, while oth- 
ers do not. An example of a time-sensitive communica- 
tion is Voice-Over-lnternet Protocol (VoIP), by way of 
which voice and data travel simultaneously over a single 
network line. On the other hand, e-mail retrieval and 
background downloads of large files, do not require real- 
time transmission capability. Conventional traffic man- 
agement techniques use feedback signals between two 
network nodes to govern the channel data rate, so that 
bandwidth priority may be granted to time-sensitive traf- 
fic relative to delay-tolerant traffic. 
[0011] Current ATM traffic management schemes uti- 
lize various transmission categories to assign band- 
width. A high priority category is Constant Bit Rate 
(CBR), in which the transmission is carried out at a 
"guaranteed" constant rate. Variable Bit Rate (VBR) 
transmission provides a next higher priority of service, 
with one VBR category for real-time information and an- 
other for non-real-time information. The Available Bit 
Rate (ABR) service class dynamically controls channel 
transmission rate in response to current network condi- 
tions: and within certain transmission parameters that 
are specified upon opening of the transmission channel 
(i.e., in the traffic "contract"). Finally, the lowest priority 
category is Unspecified Bit Rale (UBR), in which data 
are transmitted by the source with no guarantee of trans- 
mission speed. 

[0012] A network element capable of prioritizing its 
data transmissions, whether according to a priority 
scheme in a connection-less network or according to 
connection contract requirements in the virtual connec- 
tion-oriented ATM network, is commonly referred to as 
having support for Quality of Service (QoS). QoS capa- 
bility at the message source necessarily requires that 
the source element comprehend its various transmis- 
sion channels and corresponding priorities, and then 



schedule transmissions according to the channel traffic, 
available bandwidth, and current network status. In con- 
ventional personal computer and workstation systems, 
the host processor is burdened with scheduling its trans- 

5 missions for QoS support. This additional functionality, 
of course, must compete with the other data processing 
operations being carried out by the host system. 
[0013] Additionally, in the case of a USB host system 
that is. effecting ATM QoS scheduling, the ATM packets 

10 must be segmented into cells within the host system, 
prior to the sending of data to the peripheral network 
adapter over the USB. This segmentation function, as 
well as reassembly of cells into packets upon receipt of 
an ATM message, is conventionally carried out by the 

15 USB host. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0014] It is therefore an object of the present invention 
20 to provide a USB peripheral device that performs Quality 
of Service (QoS) scheduling of communications. 
[0015] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide such a peripheral device in which USB endpoint 
communications and QoS processing arc simultanc- 
25 ously controlled. 

[0016] It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide such a peripheral device in which the efficiency 
of USB communications is improved. 
[0017] Other objects and advantages of the present 
30 invention will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the 
art having reference to the following specification to- 
gether with its drawings. 

[0018] The present invention may be implemented in- 
to a USB peripheral device, in which QoS scheduling 

35 logic is embodied within the USB interface. Connection- 
based packets and connection-less messages, as the 
case may be, are forwarded by the USB host to USB 
endpoints in shared memory of the USB peripheral. The 
USB endpoints are configured, upon initiation of the 

40 communications session, according to their QoS priority 
category. The scheduling logic controls the DMA retriev- 
al and transmission of the message data according to 
the appropriate traffic management routine. 

45 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF 
THE DRAWING 

[0019] Figure 1a is an electrical diagram, in block 
form, of a USB-based system into which the preferred 

50 embodiment of the present invention is incorporated. 
[0020] Figure 1b is an electrical diagram, in block 
form, of the system of Figure 1a, illustrating the USB 
interconnections among the various elements therein. 
[0021 ] Figure 2 is an electrical diagram, in block form, 

55 of a USB-based peripheral device according to the pre- 
ferred embodiment of the present invention. 
[0022] Figure 3 is an electrical diagram, in block form, 
of an exemplary architecture of the USB-to-DSP (digital 
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signal processor) interface in the device of Figure 2 ac- 
cording to the preferred embodiment of the present in- 
vention. 

[0023] Figure 4 is an electrical diagram, in block form, 
of the digital signal processor interface and ATM accel- 
eration logic in the USB-to-DSP interface of Figure 3, 
according to the preferred embodiment of the invention. 
[0024] Figure 5 is an electrical diagram, in schematic 
form, of the transmit controller in the digital signal proc- 
essor interface and ATM acceleration logic of Figure 4, 
according to the preferred embodiment of the invention. 
[0025] Figure 6a is an electrical diagram, in block 
form, of the arrangement of endpoints in shared memory 
in conjunction with the transmit controller and priority 
scheduler, for carrying out connection-less transmis- 
sions according to a first preferred embodiment of the 
invention. 

[0026] Figure 6b is an electrical diagram, in block 
form, of Ihe arrangement of endpoints in shared memory 
in conjunction with the transmit controller and priority 
scheduler, for carrying out ATM communications trans- 
missions according to a second preferred embodiment 
of the invention. 

[0027] Figures 7a and 7b are flow diagrams illustrat- 
ing the operation of the transmit controller and priority 
scheduler of Figure 6a in scheduling connection-less 
transmissions under alternative priority schemes, ac- 
cording to the first preferred embodiment of the inven- 
tion. 

[0028] Figure 8 is a flow diagram illustrating the oper- 
ation of the transmit controller and priority scheduler of 
Figure 6b in scheduling ATM transmissions, according 
to the second preferred embodiment of the invention. 
[0029] Figure 9 is a flow diagram illustrating the oper- 
ation of the segmentation logic in the ATM transmit con- 
troller of Figure 5 according to the second preferred em- 
bodiment of the invention. 

[0030] Figure 10 is a flow diagram illustrating the op- 
eration of the segmentation logic in the ATM transmit 
controller of Figure 5 in generating and transmitting an 
ATM cell header in the method of Figure 9. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0031] As will be apparent from the following descrip- 
tion, the present invention may be beneficially used in 
connection with many different alternative system im- 
plementations. It is therefore contemplated that those 
skilled in the art having reference to this description will 
be readily able to implement the present invention in 
many alternative realizations, over a wide range of elec- 
tronic functions and systems. Accordingly, it will be un- 
derstood that the following description is provided by 
way of example only. 

[0032] Figure 1 a illustrates an exemplary USB system 
1 0 into which the preferred embodiments may be imple- 
mented. System 10 includes USB host 12 which, in the 
present example, is a personal computer ("PC"). The 



central processing unit (not separately shown) in USB 
host 12 loads and executes USB device driver software 
in a manner that is transparent to the PC user. These 
device drivers support the operation of the external USB 
5 peripheral devices in system 10 

[0033] As shown in Figures la and lb, USB peripheral 
devices may be directly connected to USB host 12, or 
may be indirectly coupled to USB host 1 2 through other 
USB devices that are directly connected to USB host 

10 12. In the example of system 10, external modem 14, 
monitor 16, and keyboard 18 are directly connected to 
USB ports of USB host 12, while other USB peripheral 
devices in system 10 are coupled to USB host 12 via 
one of these directly-connected USB devices. For ex- 

15 ample, speakers 20 L and 20 R and microphone 22 are 
connected to USB host 1 2 byway of a USB hub function 
residing in monitor 16, which in turn has a USB connec- 
tion to host 12. Typically, video data displayed by mon- 
itor 16 is not communicated thereto by host 12 over a 

20 USB connection, but is instead communicated over a 
separate standard video connection (not shown in Fig- 
ure 1 a and 1 b). Similarly, mouse 24 and scanner 26 are 
coupled to USB host 1 2 via keyboard 1 8, which itself is 
a USB device connected to a USB port of host 1 2. While 

25 each of the illustrated peripheral devices in system 10 
is shown as a USB device, in the alternative only a sub- 
set of these devices may be USB devices. 
[0034] Figure 1 b is a corresponding electrical diagram 
illustrating the logical hub and function hierarchy of the 

30 USB connections in system 10. The USB hubs in system 
10 include USB host 12 itself, as well as keyboard 18 
and monitor 16 through which other USB functions are 
coupled to the USB host. Each USB hub in system 10 
effectively serves as a wiring concentrator for connect- 

35 ing one or more other USB devices into the overall USB 
hierarchy. The hub provided by USB host 1 2 has one or 
more downstream ports to which USB devices may be 
connected. Each peripheral USB hub in turn includes at 
least one upstream port through which it is connected 

40 either directly to the USB host or to another hub, and 
one or more downstream ports to which other USB de- 
vices may be connected. 

[0035] Externally from USB host 12, all USB connec- 
tions are made using USB cables. Each USB cable in- 

45 eludes four conductors, two for serial data communica- 
tions with all USB devices, and the other two for provid- 
ing power to bus-powered USB devices. The upstream 
and downstream connectors of a USB cable physically 
differ from one another to ensure proper orientation. In 

so the example of system 10, port 12 1 of USB host 12 is 
connected to port 1 8., of keyboard 1 8 by USB cable C 1 , 
and port 12 2 is connected to port 16 1 of monitor 16 by 
USB cable C 2 . In modem USB computer systems, mon- 
itor 1 6 typically serves as a USB hub in parallel with its 

55 primary function as a display device, and receives its 
video display signals from host 12 over a direct video 
display connection and not over the USB connection. 
[0036] Each of the USB devices connected to a USB 
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hub are referred to in the art as a function, or (perhaps 
less precisely) a peripheral. In general a USB function 
is a USB device that provides a capability to the host. In 
this example, the USB functions include microphone 22. 
speakers 20, modem 14, mouse 24 ; and scanner 26. In 
addition, a USB device functioning as a hub may also 
itself serve as a function; keyboard 18 is an example of 
a device that is both a USB hub and a USB function. 
Each of the functions is also connected via a standard 
USB cable to a hub. For example, cable C 3 connects 
port 14 1 of modem 14 to port 12 3 of USB host 12. The 
remaining cable connections in system 10 will be evi- 
dent to those skilled in the art. 
[0037] Generally, USB host 12 operates as a master 
and each of the functions always serves as a slave in 
the USB hierarchy. In this capacity, USB host 12 in- 
cludes a serial interface engine ("SIE") (not separately 
shown) that is typically incorporated into a USB control- 
ler that effects serial communication of information to 
and from the USB functions. The USB master function 
is generally performed by USB host according to three 
software levels which, from highest to lowest, are: (1) a 
host controller driver that links the device chosen as the 
USB host controller to the remaining USB software 
structure; (2) USB system software that communicates 
between the host controller driver and client software; 
and (3) client software associated with each USB func- 
tion. 

[0038] Execution of these software levels permit USB 
host 12 to monitor the network created by the connec- 
tions of system 1 0, and detect when a function is added 
or removed. For example, upon attachment of a function 
to the network, USB host 1 2, as the USB master, detects 
the added function by detecting a change in the resistive 
load at one of its USB ports. In response, USB host 12 
electrically configures a port connection to the newly- 
added function. USB host 12 then interrogates the func- 
tion in connection with a four-step process, referred to 
in the art as enumeration, to identify information about 
the function and to assign a unique address thereto. Al- 
so in connection with this process, or later, USB host 1 2 
may configure the function. Finally, USB host 12 loads 
the appropriate driver to communicate with the function, 
following which USB communications proceed accord- 
ing to a USB protocol, as discussed below. 
[0039] The USB protocol divides the time of commu- 
nication along the USB bus into one millisecond frames. 
During each frame, the bandwidth is shared among all 
devices connected to the USB system, according to 
subdivisions of the frame referred to as USB packets. 
The format and length of the USB packets are specified 
by the USB Specification. In general, USB host 12, as 
master, begins each frame by communicating a start of 
frame ("SOF") packet. Thereafter, communications dur- 
ing the frame occur according to a token protocol, in 
which a transaction between host and a function occurs 
by the issuance of a token and a response to the issued 
token. Specifically, USB host 12 issues a token packet 



8 

having an address specifying one of the functions, and 
a control state indicating whether the data to be com- 
municated is a read (i.e.. from the addressed function 
to USB host 12) or a write (i.e.. from USB host 12 to the 
5 addressed function). The address specifically points to 
an endpoint (or "device endpoint"), which is a uniquely 
addressable memory location in the USB function that 
is the source or sink of information in a communication 
flow between the USB host and the function. The end- 
point gets its name from its typical implementation as a 
location in a first-in-first-out ("FIFO") memory space of 
the function; data written to the function is written to the 
end, or endpoint, of a write FIFO, while data read from 
the function is read from the end, or endpoint, of a read 
FIFO. Upon receipt of a token, each USB function de- 
codes the address. If the function identifies itself as the 
destination, the destination function performs the indi- 
cated action, generally by receiving or transmitting one 
or more data packets over the bus. Once the data com- 
munication is complete, the destination of the data 
(which may be either the host or the function) issues a 
handshake packet to indicate whether the transmission 
was successful. This handshake indication may be ei- 
ther a positive acknowledgment ("ACK") or a negative 
acknowledgment ("NAK"). The USB function, as a data 
destination, may also provide a STALL handshake to in- 
dicate that the intended endpoint cannot be written for 
some reason (e.g., the FIFO is full), or that a control re- 
quest is not supported. 

[0040] The USB Specification (Universal Serial Bus 
Specification, Revision 1.1, September 23, 1998) clas- 
sifies USB data packet transfers into the four categories 
of transfers, namely control transfers, bulk data trans- 
fers, interrupt data transfers, and isochronous data 
transfers. In conventional systems, each of these trans- 
fer types is performed to a like kind of endpoint. The host 
software association to a particular endpoint is referred 
to as a "pipe" to that endpoint. In this regard, a pipe can 
be considered as a software communications channel, 
using function calls within the USB system software, to 
send and retrieve information to and from its associated 
endpoint. For example, where a host communicates an 
isochronous data packet to a function, the packet is 
communicated over a pipe to an isochronous endpoint 
in the function. Similarly, where a host communicates a 
bulk data packet to a function, the packet is communi- 
cated over a pipe to a bulk data endpoint in the function. 
Finally, while not fully detailed herein, the USB Specifi- 
cation places specific constraints on the data transfer 
types, specifying the number of bytes permitted per 
packet, and the number of packet per frame or frames. 
[0041] Control transfers allow USB host 12 to obtain 
information about a function , and to change its behavior. 
Specifically, control transfers communicate configura- 
tion, command, and status data between client software 
in USB host 12 and the corresponding function. For ex- 
ample, USB host 12 uses control transfers to configure 
a function when it is first attached to system 1 0. Accord- 
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ing to the USB specification, each USB function must 
have a default IN control pipe at endpoint 0, for use by 
the USB system software to write control information to 
the function. Each USB device must also have an OUT 
control pipe and associated endpoint for the output of 
control and status information to the host. The USB 
Specification further defines certain requests that can 
manipulate the state of a function, and defines descrip- 
tors for storing information on the device. The USB func- 
tion may optionally provide additional control pipes and 
endpoints, for example to accommodate implementa- 
tion-specific functionality provided by the client software 
at USB host 12. 

[0042] Bulk transfers are used to communicate rela- 
tively large, delay-tolerant, data blocks. Bulk transfers 
are unidirectional, so that a given transfer may be only 
from host to function or function to host. Bidirectional 
bulk transfer data communication therefore requires 
both an IN bulk endpoint and an OUT bulk endpoint to 
be designated in the function, or two pipes to be asso- 
ciated with the same bulk endpoint. Examples of bulk 
transfers include the communication of data to a printer 
(not shown), and the forwarding of image data collected 
by scanner 26 to the host. Typically, the function hard- 
ware includes error detection capability, as well as the 
ability to perform a limited number of retries on error, 
enhancing the likelihood of successful bulk data transfer 
at a cost of possibly increasing latency. The bandwidth 
within a USB frame that is allotted to bulk data will likely 
depend upon the bus demand for other data transfer 
types. 

[0043] Interrupt transfers are relatively small transfers 
to and from a USB function. Interrupt transfer from a 
USB function to the host is performed somewhat indi- 
rectly, because USB host 12 is the bus master and as 
such may not be interrupted. Instead, USB host 12 pe- 
riodically polls each function and, in response to a noti- 
fication that interrupt data has been posted at an inter- 
rupt endpoint, retrieves the interrupt information from 
that endpoint. Interrupt data typically consists of event 
notification, input keyboard characters, or input coordi- 
nates organized as one or more bytes. For example, in- 
terrupt data may be presented by keyboard 1 8 or mouse 
24 (or some other pointing device) to convey user in- 
puts. 

[0044] Isochronous data is continuous and real-time 
in creation, communication, and use. According to the 
USB Specification, isochronous transfers are unidirec- 
tional. Bidirectional isochronous transfers therefore re- 
quire both an IN isochronous endpoint and an OUT is- 
ochronous endpoint, or alternatively two pipes associ- 
ated with the same endpoint. The time base of the data 
stream is implied by the rate at which the data is deliv- 
ered, hence the term "isochronous". Accordingly, iso- 
chronous data transfers are particularly useful for trans- 
ferring time data that are sensitive to delivery delays. 
For isochronous pipes, the bandwidth requirements are 
typically based upon the sampling characteristics of the 



10 

associated function, and the maximum tolerable latency 
is related to the buffering available at each endpoint. A 
conventional example of isochronous data transfer is 
the transfer of received real-time video information from 

5 a USB modem 14 to host 12. Due to its real-time nature., 
the delivery rate of isochronous data must be. main- 
tained to avoid drop-outs in the data stream, and there- 
fore isochronous communications cannot be corrected 
by hardware retries. Because of this, isochronous data 

10 communication may be lossy, while timely delivered. In 
practice, the bit error rate of USB is predicted to be suf- 
ficiently small that applications using isochronous data 
are not appreciably affected in a negative manner by 
such losses. 

is [0045] According to the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, as will be described below, certain Quality of 
Service (QoS) categories utilize isochronous endpoints. 
This permits the allocation of a dedicated portion of USB 
bandwidth to these isochronous transfers, which in turn 

20 ensures that the data can be delivered at the specified 
rate. 

[0046] Figure 2 illustrates a block diagram of a func- 
tion card 28 according to the preferred embodiment of 
the invention. In the general sense, function card 28 rcp- 

25 resents a circuit board; more specifically, function card 
28 of Figure 2 includes, in this example, functional 
blocks corresponding to the implementation of function 
card 28 as modem 14 of Figures 1a and 1b. In this ex- 
ample, therefore, function card 28 is intended to be en- 

30 closed within an external housing for modem 14, elec- 
trically connected to the USB bus in the conventional 
manner. In this example of the preferred embodiment of 
the invention , modem 1 4 is a hybrid modem serving both 
voice-band (e.g.. V.90) and DSL communications. 

35 [0047] For the example of function card 28, USB bus 
in Figure 2 corresponds to the two data conductors of a 
USB cable, such as the data conductors of cable C 3 
shown in Figure lb. The USB bus is coupled to a USB 
interface 30 which, as detailed below, includes various 

40 other functional blocks that are formed using one or 
more integrated circuits. According to this embodiment 
of the invention, USB interface 30 is an integrated func- 
tion that includes digital signal processor ("DSP") func- 
tion 32. By way of example, DSP 32 may be correspond 

45 to any one of various types of DSPs commercially avail- 
able from Texas Instruments Incorporated, such as the 
TMS320C6201 , TMS320C6202, or TMS320C6205. 
[0048] DSP 32 in USB interface 30 is further connect- 
ed to two different analog front end ("AFE") circuits, 

so namely, a V.90 (i.e., voice-band) AFE 34 and an xDSL 
AFE 36. Each AFE 34 and 36 is connected to a physical 
connector 38 for connecting to the communications fa- 
cility (not shown) over which modem communications 
are carried out. 

55 [0049] According to the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, in which function card 28 corresponds to a 
hybrid modem, DSP 32 includes some amount of on- 
chip memory useful for the storage of communication , 
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data that has been received or that is about to be trans- 
mitted. In particular, as shown in Figure 2, a portion of 
this on-chip memory of DSP 32 corresponds to receive 
FIFO 33. which is a first-in-first-out buffer within which 
data received from AFE 34 or 36, as the case may be : 
are stored prior to forwarding to host 12. In the case of 
Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) communications, 
receive FIFO 33 stores incoming ATM cells. Conversely 
another portion of the on-chip memory of DSP 32 cor- 
responds to transmit FIFO 35, within which data (e.g. 
ATM cells) are buffered after receipt from host 12, prior 
to transmission via the appropriate one of AFEs 34, 36. 
[0050] On the host side of USB interface 30, the USB 
bus connects to a USB interface module 40, which in 
turn is connected to internal bus B. Also connected to 
bus B is a USB-to-DSP controller 42, which is further 
connected to DSP 32 by way of bus HPIF. USB interface 
30 also includes shared memory 44, which is accessible 
by both USB interface module 40 and USB-to-DSP con- 
troller 42 via bus B, and which includes addressable lo- 
cations reserved for use as USB endpoints. 
[0051] As noted above, bus HPIF connects USB-to- 
DSP controller 42 to DSP 32, which in this example is 
implemented within integrated USB interface 30. Alter- 
natively, DSP 32 may be implemented as a separate in- 
tegrated circuit from the integrated circuit containing 
USB-to-DSP controller 42. In this external DSP case, 
bus HPIF may be arranged in various ways. For exam- 
ple, in the case of DSP devices such as the 
TMS320C6201 that have an external host port interface 
("HPIF"), bus HPIF corresponds to a sixteen bit host port 
interface bus. On the other hand, DSP devices such as 
the TMS320C6202 have an Xbus (extended bus) inter- 
face that supports various operational modes, one of 
which is a thirty-two bit host port interface mode. Ac- 
cordingly, where DSP 32 is implemented by way of a 
separate integrated circuit device having an Xbus inter- 
face, bus HPIF corresponds to an Xbus bus operating 
in the host port interface mode. It is contemplated that 
those skilled in the art having reference to this specifi- 
cation will be readily able to implement the appropriate 
interface. 

[0052] In operation, in the general sense, function 
card 28 interfaces at both the physical and protocol lev- 
els with the USB system to carry out communication with 
USB host 12, and to process the data (either after re- 
ceipt from host 12 or prior to forwarding to host 12), ac- 
cording to the peripheral function implemented. In this 
example, where function card 28 corresponds to mo- 
dem 14, DSP 32 is programmed and configured to pro- 
vide the functionality of the USB function, which in this 
example is a modem. As described above, in this spe- 
cific example of hybrid modem 14, DSP 32 is pro- 
grammed to support both voice and xDSL communica- 
tions via AFEs 34 and 36, respectively. 
[0053] In the host-to-function direction, data is trans- 
mitted by host 12 over the USB bus to function card 28. 
This data is received by USB interface module 40 and 



then, in the general sense, processed according to USB 
principles. In this example. USB interface module 40 
writes data received according to one of the four above- 
described USB transfer types to endpoints in shared 

5 memory 44, via bus B. Once the data is written to end- 
points in shared memory 44, USB-to-DSP controller 42 
may access these endpoints, via bus B, for additional 
processing by DSP 32. In this manner data written to 
the endpoints by host 1 2 through USB interface module 

10 40 may be read by DSP 32 via bus HPIF 

[0054] In the function-to-host direction, data is re- 
ceived by DSP 32 from the communications facility, and 
processed as required for the modem functionality. DSP 
32 then applies the processing results to bus HPIF. and 

15 these results are transferred by USB-to-DSP controller 
42 to the appropriate endpoints in shared memory 44. 
Host 12 then accesses shared memory 44 to retrieve 
this data over the USB bus. 

[0055] Referring now lo Figure 3, an exemplary archi- 
ve tecture of USB interface 30 in modem 14 of Figure 2, 
according to the preferred embodiment of the invention, 
will now be described. Of course, USB interface 30 may 
be constructed according to any one of a number of ar- 
.. - chitccturcs and arrangements. As such, it is to be un- 
25 derstood that the exemplary architecture illustrated in 
Figure 3 and described herein is presented by way of 
example only 

[0056] The architecture of USB interface 30, as 
shown in Figure 3, includes functions similar to those 

30 provided by the TUSB3200 USB peripheral interface de- 
vices available from Texas Instruments Incorporated. In 
this regard, USB interface 30 includes microcontroller 
unit (MCU) 100, which may be a standard 8052 micro- 
controller core. MCU 100 is in communication with var- 

35 ious memory resources over bus B, including program 
read-only memory (ROM) 102, and random access 
memory (RAM) banks 104, 106. RAM bank 104 prima- 
rily provides code space that may be loaded from USB 
host 12 over the USB bus, or alternatively from another 

40 device over another one of the ports provided in USB 
interface 30. As will be described in further detail below, 
USB endpoint buffers reside within synchronous RAM 
bank 106; in this sense, RAM 106 serves as shared 
memory 44 of Figure 2. MCU 100, as well as the other 

*5 synchronous functions of USB interface 30, are clocked 
at the appropriate clock rates by clock signals generated 
by phase-locked loop (PLL) and adaptive clock gener- 
ator (ACG) 110. PLL and ACG 110 divides frequencies 
down from that of a reference clock generated by oscil- 

50 lator 108, which in turn is based upon a frequency set 
by external crystal 109. The available clock signals so 
generated arc suitable for supporting the available USB 
synchronization modes, including asynchronous, syn- 
chronous, and adaptive modes for isochronous end- 

55 points. 

[0057] For USB communications with USB host 12, 
USB interface 30 includes USB transceiver 112, which 
preferably supports full speed (12 Mb/sec) data trans- 
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fers, and includes a differential input receiver a differ- 
ential output driver, and two single ended input buffers. 
USB transceiver 112 is coupled to USB serial interface 
engine (SIE) 114. which manages the USB packet pro- 
tocol requirements for data transmitted and received by 
USB interface 30 over the USB bus. In general, SIE 114 
decodes packets received over the USB bus to validate 
and identify the packet identifier (PID) ; and generates 
the correct PID for packets to be transmitted over the 
USB bus. Other receive functions performed by SIE 1 1 4 
include cyclic redundancy check (CRC) verification and 
serial-to-parallel conversion; for data transmission, SIE 
114 generates the CRC value and also effects parallel- 
to-serial conversion. SIE 114 bidirectionally communi- 
cates with USB buffer manager (UBM) 1 1 6, which con- 
trols reads and writes of data from and to the appropriate 
USB endpoint buffers in RAM 104, 106. In this regard, 
UBM 116 decodes the USB function address in received 
packets to determine whether the packet is in fact ad- 
dressed to USB interface 30 itself, as well as decoding 
the endpoint address contained in the received packet 
(which may include a polling packet from USB host 12). 
Suspend and resume logic 117 is also provided for de- 
tecting suspend and resume conditions on the USB bus, 
and for controlling SIE 114 accordingly. 
[0058] Other various functions are also provided with- 
in USB interface 30. Inter-IC (l 2 C) controller 122 is cou- 
pled to bus B, and supports communications to and from 
other integrated circuits over a two-wire serial connec- 
tion. An example of an l 2 C communication is the loading 
of code RAM 104 from an external integrated circuit over 
the l 2 C port, under the control of I2C controller 122. Gen- 
eral purpose port logic 124 interfaces bus B to general 
purpose parallel input/output ports, numbering two in 
this example. Timers 1 26 are provided to control the op- 
eration of USB interface 30. Reset and interrupt logic 
128 monitors various interrupt and reset conditions, to 
provide interrupt and reset control for MCU 100. Addi- 
tionally, extra internal memory is provided by asynchro- 
nous RAM 130, which is externally accessible, for ex- 
ample to DSP 32 by way of a dedicated RAM interface. 
This dedicated interface allows RAM 130 to be read 
from and written to independently from and asynchro- 
nously with the USB functionality of USB interface 30. 
[0059] In addition to the USB interface functions de- 
scribed above, which are substantially common with the 
TUSB3200 USB peripheral interface devices available 
from Texas Instruments Incorporated and which effec- 
tively correspond to USB interface modulo 40 of Figure 
2, USB interface 30 according to the preferred embod- 
iment of the invention includes DSP interface and ATM 
acceleration logic 120, VBUS-to-HPIF bridge 118 and, 
in this example, DSP 32, all integrated into the same 
integrated circuit device. As noted above, USB interlace 
30 may alternatively be implemented by multiple inte- 
grated circuit devices. 

[0060] DSP interface and ATM acceleration logic 1 20 
processes data received from USB host 12 over the 



14 

USB bus for application to DSP 32 by way of VBUS-to- 
HPIF bridge 118. and conversely processes data re- 
ceived from DSP 32 before transmission to USB host 
12 over the USB bus. The construction and operation of 
5 DSP interface and ATM acceleration logic 120 will be 
described in further detail below. As noted above, 
VBUS-to-HPIF bridge 118 supports reads and writes to 
on-chip memory of DSP 32 in either a sixteen bit or thir- 
ty-two bit mode. Referring back to Figure 2, DSP inter- 
10 face and ATM acceleration logic 120, in cooperation with 
VBUS-to-HPIF bridge 118, implements the function of 
USB-to-DSP controller 42 within USB interface 30. 
[0061] Referring now to Figure 4, the construction of 
DSP interface and ATM acceleration logic 120 accord- 
's ing to the preferred embodiment of the present invention 
will now be described. As shown in Figure 4, multiple 
controllers within DSP interface and ATM acceleration 
logic 120 are coupled to bus B (Figure 3). According to 
this embodiment of the invention, in which USB interface 
20 30 is implemented into modem 14, DSP interface and 
ATM acceleration logic 120 includes ATM transmit con- 
troller 132 and ATM receive controller 134. Each of 
these controllers 1 32, 1 34 is coupled between bus B and 
controller 140, and is utilized to carry out ATM segmen- 
tation and reassembly, respectively. The construction 
and operation of ATM transmit controller 132 according 
to the present invention will be described in further detail 
below. The construction and operation of ATM receive 
controller 134 is described in detail in copending appli- 
cation S.N. 09/507,249, filed February 18, 2000, com- 
monly assigned herewith and incorporated herein by 
this reference. 

[0062] In addition, host interface controller 135 is bi- 
directionally coupled between bus B and controller 140, 
while code overlay controller 136 unidirectionally com- 
municates data (corresponding to program instructions 
for DSP 32) from bus B to controller 140. According to 
the preferred embodiment of the invention, each of con- 
trollers 132, 134, 135, 136 includes an interface to MCU 
100 (Figure 3), by way of which controllers 132, 134, 
135, 136 are configured to point to corresponding as- 
signed USB endpoint buffers in shared memory 44 (e. 
g., in RAM 106 of the implementation of Figure 3). 
[0063] Controller 1 40 arbitrates access by controllers 
132, 134, 135, 136 to bus VBus (which appears as a 
"virtual" bus to devices external to USB interface 30), 
and further permits access to VBUS-to-HPIF bridge 118 
and internal registers 138, as slaves on bus VBus. Spe- 
cifically in response to one of controllers 132, 134, 135, 
1 36 issuing a request to master bus VBus, controller 1 40 
operates to grant access to bus VBus according to an 
arbitration scheme. The bank of internal registers 138 
also communicates with controller 140 as a slave on bus 
VBus, and stores configuration information for DSP in- 
terface and ATM acceleration logic 120 and its function- 
al modules. Endpoint buffer information is preferably 
configured internally to each of controllers 132, 134, 
135, 136. This configuration information may also in- 
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elude other configuration and status information appro- 
priate for the operation of DSP interface and ATM ac- 
celeration logic 120. For example. ATM configuration 
register 139 includes a writeable state that indicates 
whether modem 14 is to operate in the DSL voice-band 
mode. 

[0064] VBUS-to-HPIF bridge 118 effectively operates 
as a bridge between the bus connected to DSP 32 and 
internal bus VBus which, as noted above, is accessible 
to controllers 132, 134, 135, 136. For example, where 
USB interface 30 is interfaced with the host-port inter- 
face (HPIF) of DSP 32, as in the case of the 
TMS320C6201 digital signal processor (DSP) available 
from Texas Instruments Incorporated, VBUS-to-HPIF 
bridge 1 1 8 operates effectively as a bridge to that inter- 
face, formatting and translating the communicated data 
signals from those on bus VBus into a format appropri- 
ate for the bus protocol of the host-port interface. 
[0065] According to the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, DSP interface and ATM acceleration logic 
1 20 also includes priority scheduler 1 37. Priority sched- 
uler 137 is logic for controlling transmit controller 132, 
particularly in its selection of endpoints in shared mem- 
ory 44 for retrieval of data to be segmented and trans- 
mitted over the communications facility. The particular 
construction of priority scheduler 137 may depend upon 
the complexity and nature of transmissions that are to 
be handled by USB interface 30, which may be either 
connection-less transmissions, such as IP communica- 
tion protocols, or ATM or other connection-oriented 
communications. If the scheduling task is relatively sim- 
ple, priority scheduler 137 may be implemented as se- 
quential logic, configurable by way of a control register. 
If the scheduling function is somewhat complex, such 
as may be encountered in scheduling communications 
among various QoS categories, priority scheduler 137 
may be implemented as programmable logic, configura- 
ble by way of a firmware download from host 12 in the 
initialization of modem 14. 

[0066] Referring now to Figure 5, the construction of 
ATM transmit controller 132 according to the preferred 
embodiment of the invention will now be described. As 
shown in Figure 5, the operational logic of ATM transmit 
controller 132 is primarily realized by way of state ma- 
chines, namely transmit state machine 250, segmenta- 
tion state machine 260. and VBus state machine 270, 
each of which is preferably implemented by sequential 
logic. It is contemplated that those skilled in the art, hav- 
ing reference to this specification, will be readily able to 
implement state machines 250, 260. 270 to perform the 
functions described herein : and in a manner suitable for 
particular realizations. 

[0067] Transmit state machine 250 is coupled to bus 
B in USB interface device 30, for controlling communi- 
cation with transmit endpoints 240 in shared memory 44 
(which, in the exemplary realization of Figure 3, resides 
in RAM 106). According to this embodiment of the in- 
vention, multiple transmit endpoints 240 are provided in 



shared memory 44, with each endpoint corresponding 
to a QoS category. According to the preferred embodi- 
ment of the present invention, those endpoints 240 that 
correspond to a QoS category for which bandwidth is 
5 not guaranteed are preferably bulk USB endpoint. As is 
known in the art. bulk USB endpoints are implemented 
by one or more sixty-four byte buffers in a conventional 
FIFO manner (e.g., a pair of "Ping-Pong" buffers or an 
elastic FIFO arrangement). 

10 [0068] On the other hand, higher priority, guaranteed- 
bandwidth transfers are communicated to and from end- 
points 240 that are of the isochronous type. Shared 
memory 44 may implement isochronous endpoints 240 
by way of paired buffers or using an elastic buffer ar- 

15 rangement. In any case, the buffers must be sufficiently 
large that the scheduler may support the guaranteed bit 
rate for a given service period. By way of definition, a 
service period is a period of time within which a specified 
amount of isochronous data is expected. For example, 

20 a service period for audio data may be on the order of 
20 msec, within which twenty packets of data are to be 
transmitted or received, as the case may be. This re- 
quirement of a fixed amount of data within a fixed period 
of time implies the data transfer rate of the isochronous 

25 transfer, and also implies the size of the paired buffers 
for the corresponding isochronous endpoints 240. For 
the example of audio data transfer to USB speakers 20 
(Figures 1 a and 1 b) operating at a 44. 1 kHz sample rate 
with four-byte samples, the paired buffers at endpoint 

30 240 may be relatively large (exceeding 3 Kbytes). 

[0069] According to the preferred embodiment of the 
invention, endpoints 240 may be assigned to either bulk 
and isochronous transfer types, depending upon the pri- 
ority and class of service associated with particular com- 

35 munications. The assignment and access of these end- 
points 240 in performing the network communication 
functions of modem 14, according to the preferred em- 
bodiment of the invention, will be described in further 
detail below. 

40 [0070] The reading of endpoints 240 for eventual 
transmission over the communications facility by mo- 
dem 14 is handled by transmit state machine 250. 
Transmit state machine 250 accesses shared memory 
44 at addresses based upon the contents of endpoint 
configuration register 242. which is written by MCU 1 00 
with the base addresses of endpoints 240 in shared 
memory 44. For a given endpoint 240 in shared memory 
44, current buffer pointer 244 indicates the FIFO buffer 
from which data is currently being retrieved, and buffer 

so byte counter 246 indicates the current byte position with- 
in that FIFO buffer. Buffer byte counter 246 is also used 
in handshaking operations with USB buffer manage- 
ment circuitry 116 (Figure 3). 

[0071] According to the preferred embodiment of the 
55 invention, priority scheduler 137 selects the particular 
endpoint 240 in shared memory 44 that is to be ac- 
cessed by transmit state machine 250 in the receipt and 
processing of communication data. The selection of 
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endpoints 240 is effected by priority scheduler 137 ac- 
cording to the QoS categories that are established upon 
configuration, and according to the associated priority 
scheme. According to the present invention, these pri- 
ority schemes may be implemented in various alterna- 5 
tives, in both connection-oriented and connection-less 
schemes. Examples of each of these types of QoS pri- 
ority schemes will now be described. 

Connection-less priority-based transmissions 10 

[0072] Figure 6a illustrates the arrangement of end- 
points 240 of shared memory 44, in combination with 
transmit state machine 250 and priority scheduler 137, 
according to a first preferred embodiment of the present '5 
invention. In this embodiment of the invention, the com- 
munications forwarded by USB interface 30 are of the 
connection-less type. As known in the art IP protocols 
operate in a connection-less manner, and as such do 
not follow the ATM QoS categories. However, it is useful, 20 
in some applications, to carry out connection-less com- 
munications according to a priority scheme, where cer- 
tain transmissions are awarded higher priorities than 
others. For example, long file downloads by way of an 
FTP file transfer may be assigned a relatively low prior- 25 
ity, while higher priorities may be awarded to short, 
bursty, message communications. 
[0073] As shown in Figure 6a, endpoints 240 in 
shared memory 44 are assigned different levels of pri- 
ority. In this example, endpoint 240 0 has the highest pri- 30 
ority (priority level 0), endpoint 240! has the next priority 
level (priority level 1), and so on. These priority levels 
are used by priority scheduler 137 to control transmit 
state machine 250, specifically in controlling transmit 
state machine 250 to apply, to bus B, memory address- 35 
es corresponding to the one of endpoints 240 that is to 
be read according to the current priority scheme. Priority 
scheduler 137 in this example is implemented as se- 
quential logic, configurable according to configuration 
information written to control register 1 39 by MCU 1 00. *o 
Alternatively, this configuration information may be writ- 
ten to control register 1 39 by host 1 2 executing a control 
transfer to a control endpoint in shared memory 44, for 
example upon initial configuration of modem 14 when 
connected to the USB bus. 

[0074] In operation, transmit state machine 250 and 
priority scheduler 137 can carry out the traffic shaping 
of connection-less transmissions according to any one 
of a number of priority schemes, depending upon the 
particular application. Figure 7a illustrates an example so 
of a relatively simple priority scheme, in which all of end- 
points 140 are configured as bulk endpoints. but each 
have a different priority level assigned. As known in the 
art, there are no time or data rate constraints inherent 
to USB bulk transfers. Accordingly, the priority scheme 55 
of Figure 7a is well-suited for connection-less commu- 
nications of non-real-time data. Examples of such com- 
munications include file downloads and email commu- 
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nications, using well-known IP protocols. 
[0075] The priority scheme of Figure 7a is managed 
by priority scheduler 137. which directs transmit state 
machine 250 to perform the indicated access. Data 
transmission within a USB frame begins with process 

150 in which priority scheduler 137 selects endpoint 
240 0 , which is associated with the highest priority trans- 
mission, and controls transmit state machine 250 to poll 
the status of this endpoint 240 0 . As a result of polling 
process 150, transmit state machine 250 performs de- 
cision 151 to determine whether endpoint 240 0 contains 
data that have not yet been retrieved; such data will 
have been recently written to endpoint 240 0 by host 12 
by way of a bulk transfer. If so (decision 151 is YES) ; 
transmit state machine 250 reads a USB packet from 
endpoint 240 0 in process 152, using the memory ad- 
dress in endpoint configuration registers 242 in combi- 
nation with the current contents of current buffer pointer 
244 and buffer byte counter 246 (Figure 5). Control then 
returns back to polling process 1 50, in which highest pri- 
ority endpoint 240 0 is again interrogated, and the proc- 
ess repeated. 

[0076] According to this priority scheme, access con- 
tinues to this highest priority endpoint 240 0 so long as it 
contains any unread data, including any new data that 
is being written thereinto during the reading process of 
Figure 7a. Upon the polling process 150 determining 
that there are no unread data in endpoint 240 0 (decision 

151 is NO), priority scheduler 137 and transmit state ma- 
chine 250 then polls the next highest priority endpoint 
240 1; in process 154. Decision 155 then determines 
whether unread data are present in this endpoint 240., . 
If so (decision 155 is YES), transmit state machine 250 
executes process 156 to read, a data packet from end- 
point 240 v 

[0077] According to this embodiment of the invention, 
upon the reading of any endpoint 240 (e.g., in processes 
152, 156), control returns to process 150 in which the 
highest priority endpoint 240 0 is polled and interrogated 
to determine whether new data has been written to it. In 
this manner, the lower priority endpoints 2401 through 
240 n are polled and read only if no higher priority end- 
point 240 0 through 240^., , as the case may be, contains 
unread data. Alternatively, if desired, priority scheduler 
137 may retain control within a lower priority endpoint 
240! through 240 n so long as it contains unread data, 
without returning to poll higher priority endpoints 240 0 
through 240 n _., until a particular time interval (e.g., USB 
frame, or some shorter service interval) has elapsed. 
Other alternative priority schemes will also be apparent 
to those skilled in the art having reference to this spec- 
ification. 

[0078] Returning back to the example of Figure 7a, 
upon transmit state machine 250 determining that no 
unread data are present in endpoint 240! (decision 155 
is NO), control passes in turn to process 158 in which 
the next priority endpoint 240 2 is polled, and its status 
interrogated in decision 159. As in the higher priority 
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cases, if unread data are present in this next endpoint 
240 2 (decision 1 59 is YES), a packet is read by transmit 
state machine 250 in process 160. and control returns 
to process 150; if unread data are not present (decision 
159 is NO), the next priority endpoint 240 3 is polled in s 
process 162, with similar interrogation and reading ac- 
tions taking place. This process is then carried out in 
this fashion for all endpoints 240 that are configured to 
receive connection-less network transmissions. 
[0079] The example of a strict priority scheme as de- 10 
scribed relative to Figure 7a is implemented by way of 
bulk endpoints 240. Accordingly, none of the communi- 
cations receives a guaranteed data rate (other than the 
highest priority communication which, in this example, 
receives as much bandwidth as it wants). Referring now is 
to Figure 7b, an example of an alternative priority 
scheme for connection-less communications, in which 
some of the communications are delay-sensitive and 
handled through isochronous endpoinls 240 in shared 
memory 44, will now be described in detail. The same 20 
reference numerals are used in Figure 7b, for the same 
processes as in the example of Figure 7a. 
[0080] In this example, higher priority endpoints 240 0 
and 240., arc isochronous endpoints, and as such cor- 
respond to data transfers that are to be carried out at a 25 
fixed data rate over a given period of time, such as spec- 
ified service intervals within a USB frame. The lower pri- 
ority endpoints 240 2 through 240 n are bulk endpoints, 
and have no such time constraints. During configura- 
tion, host 12 and modem 14 must ensure that sufficient 30 
bandwidth is available to validly support the data rates 
indicated by isochronous endpoints 240 0 and 240! . 
[0081] The priority scheme of Figure 7b, similarly as 
in the strict priority scheme of Figure 7a, begins with 
process 1 50, in which the highest priority endpoint 240 0 35 
is polled by transmit state machine 250. The initiation of 
this method at process 150 begins at the start of a time 
period over which the data transfer rate is to be meas- 
ured. Examples of such a time period include a USB 
frame, and a service interval within a USB frame. As be- 40 
fore, decision 151 determines whether unread data is 
present at endpoint 240 0 . If so (decision 151 is YES), 
and because endpoint 240 0 is an isochronous endpoint, 
priority scheduler 137 performs decision 165 to deter- 
mine whether the data rate for endpoint 240 0 has been 
satisfied for the current time interval. If not (decision 165 
is NO), additional data remains to be read from endpoint 
240 0 within the current time interval, and thus transmit 
state machine 250 reads a packet from endpoint 240 0 
in process 152. Control then returns to polling process so 
150, for the next interrogation of endpoint 240 0 . 
[0082] Upon either no unread data being present at 
endpoint 24 0 0 (decision 151), or upon the data rate be- 
ing satisfied for endpoint 240 0 for the current time inter- 
val (decision 165 is YES), transmit state machine 250 ss 
then polls the next priority endpoint 240^ in process 
154, and executes decision 155 to determine whether 
unread data are present. Again, because endpoint 240! 



is an isochronous endpoint in this embodiment of the 
invention, if unread data are present therein (decision 
1 55 is YES), priority scheduler 1 37 determines whether 
the data rate has been satisfied for the current time in- 
terval, in decision 1 69. If not (decision 1 69 is NO), trans- 
mit state machine 250 reads a packet from endpoint 
240-, in process 156. and control returns to polling proc- 
ess 150 (directed to highest priority endpoint 240 0 ). If. 
however, the data rate for the current time interval has 
been satisfied (decision 169 is YES), transmit state ma- 
chine 250 polls the next endpoint in the priority scheme 
in process 158, despite unread data being present at 
endpoint 2A0 V 

[0083] The time intervals over which the determina- 
tion of the data rate completion is measured, in deci- 
sions 1 65 and 1 69 for endpoints 240 0 and 240! , respec- 
tively, need not coincide with one another. Indeed, it is 
contemplated that the isochronous endpoints may be 
used for transmissions of different types and even pro- 
tocols, and as such the data rate demand of the com- 
munications will likely differ. 

[0084] Referring again to Figure 7b, upon either next 
priority endpoint 240! not having unread data (decision 
1 55 is NO) or having its data rate satisfied (decision 1 69 
is YES), the next priority endpoint 240 2 is polled in proc- 
ess 158. In this example, endpoint 240 2 and the remain- 
ing lower priority endpoints 240 3 through 240 n are bulk 
endpoints, for use with delay-tolerant traffic. Polling 
process 158, decision 159, and read process 160, are 
then executed by transmit state machine 250 in the 
manner described above, with polling process 162 and 
similar processing performed for still lower priority end- 
points 240 as appropriate. 

[0085] As discussed above, it is contemplated that 
other priority schemes besides those described herein 
relative to Figures 7a and 7b may alternatively be im- 
plemented. Examples of such other priority schemes in- 
clude first-in first-out (FIFO) queuing, weighted queuing, 
and round-robin schemes. It is contemplated that those 
skilled in the art having reference to this specification 
will be readily able to implement such priority operation. 
[0086] In any event, the data packets read from end- 
points 240 by transmit state machine 250 are forwarded 
to DSP 32 in this example, via segmentation state ma- 
chine 260 and VBUS state machine 270. The process- 
ing performed by these functions of transmit controller 
1 32 will depend upon the particular communication pro- 
tocol, and also upon the extent to which segmentation 
and similar processing is to take place within transmit 
controller 132. An example of the operation of segmen- 
tation state machine 260 and VBUS state machine 270 
in the segmentation and transmission of ATM packets 
will be described in detail below. It is contemplated that 
those skilled in the art having reference to this specifi- 
cation will be readily able to implement such other sim- 
pler processing within transmit controller 132. 
[0087] According to this first preferred embodiment of 
the invention, as shown by each of these priority scheme 
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examples, the present invention enables the implemen- 
tation of traffic shaping by way of scheduling the order 
in which the endpoints within the shared memory of the 
USB function are accessed. Communications of varying 
priority may be established in this manner, with guaran- 5 
teed data rate capability provided by the use of iso- 
chronous data transfers. According to the present inven- 
tion, the host computer need not manage the scheduling 
and prioritization of the transmission of data, but rather 
the USB function itself handles these tasks. Processing io 
efficiencies in the USB host, and also in the utilization 
of the USB bus, are thus provided. 

Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) communications 

15 

[0088] Transmit controller 1 32, according to a second 
preferred embodiment of the invention, is also able to 
implement quality of service (QoS) management for 
connection-based communications, such as those un- 
der Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) protocol. As 20 
noted above and is well known in the art, ATM traffic 
management routines assign bandwidth according to 
various categories of service. These categories are es- 
tablished upon connection by way of a "traffic contract". 
The traffic contract for a given ATM Virtual Path (VP) or 25 
Virtual Connection (VC) specifies the QoS parameters 
for that connection. These parameters include such val- 
ues as Peak Cell Rate (PCR). Cell Transfer Delay 
(CTD), Cell Delay Variation (CDV), Sustainable Cell 
Rate (SCR), Maximum Burst Size (MBS), and the like. 30 
Not all parameters are relevant to each QoS category. 
[0089] The highest priority category of ATM service is 
Constant Bit Rate (CBR). communications, in which the 
transmission is carried out at a "guaranteed" constant 
data rate. This guaranteed data rate corresponds to a 35 
fixed, or static, amount of bandwidth that is to be dedi- 
cated for this CBR connection. CBR connections are 
thus analogous to a leased line. The allocated band- 
width for the CBR channel is characterized by the value 
of the Peak Cell Rate (PCR) parameter The source of *o 
the CBR communication may emit cells at or below this 
PCR value, for any duration; the CBR connection guar- 
antees that sufficient bandwidth will be present for these 
transmitted cells. Accordingly, CBR communications 
are suited for services that require rigorous timing con- *s 
trol and performance parameters, such as voice : video, 
and Circuit Emulation Services (CES). 
[0090] The Variable Bit Rate (VBR) category is also 
used for time-sensitive applications. VBR communica- 
tions differ from CBR in that the cell transmission rate is so 
expected to vary over time, and as such the bandwidth 
allocated to the VBR communications may also vary 
over time. The network maintains time-sensitivity of 
VBR communications by ensuring that the communica- 
tions are maintained within certain limits on Peak Cell 55 
Rate (PCR), Sustainable Cell Rate (SCR), and Maxi- 
mum Burst Si7e (MBS). VBR service includes two sub- 
categories, namely Real-Time VBR (rt-VBR) and Non- 
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Real-Time VBR (nrt-VBR). These categories differ from 
one another in that nrt-VBR has a relatively loose con- 
straint on cell delay, and on the variation of cell delay, 
and is thus more bursty than rt-VBR. Voice-over- ATM 
and some multimedia communications are typical appli- 
cations for rt-VBR. white nrt-VBR is appropriate for in- 
teractive transaction processing, and for frame relay in- 
ternetworking. 

[0091] The Available Bit Rate (ABR) service category 
is useful for transmission sources that can vary their da- 
ta rate according to network conditions. In this manner 
ABR traffic can increase their data rate as bandwidth 
becomes available, but reduce the data rate if required 
by the network. Certain transmission parameters are 
specified in the traffic contract, however so that each 
ABR connection operates within a range of acceptable 
values, between a Peak Cell Rate (PCR) and a Mini- 
mum Cell Rate (MCR). Numerous conventional flow 
control algorithms for fairly allocating bandwidth among 
ABR connections are known in the art. The flexibility tol- 
erated by ABR connections allows this service category 
to be quite economical. Examples of applications that 
are well-suited for ABR service include many LAN inter- 
networking services; critical data transfer, such as bank- 
ing services; supercomputer applications; and data 
communications applications, such as remote proce- 
dure calls, distributed file services, and computer proc- 
ess swapping and paging. 

[0092] The lowest priority service category is Unspec- 
ified Bit Rate (UBR), in which the network carries data 
in a "best effort" manner, depending upon network con- 
ditions. There is no guaranteed traffic rate for UBR com- 
munications, and therefore no commitment is made for 
cell transfer delay or cell loss ratio. Remote terminal 
communications, text transfer, messaging services, and 
file retrieval applications can utilize this least expensive 
service category. 

[0093] Referring now to Figure 6b, the arrangement 
of endpoints 240' in shared memory 44, in connection 
with transmit state machine 250 and priority scheduler 
1 37, according to a second preferred embodiment of the 
invention will now be described. This second preferred 
embodiment of the invention exemplifies the implemen- 
tation of multiple ATM QoS categories into the selection 
and access of endpoints 240'. In this example, endpoint 
240' 0 is an isochronous endpoint associated with a first 
CBR virtual connection. Endpoint 240yis an iso- 
chronous endpoint associated with a second CBR virtu- 
al connection, which according to this example is a lower 
data rate connection. Bulk endpoint 240' 2 is associated 
with a VBR virtual connection. Other bulk endpoints 240* 
may be associated with other lower priority connections, 
up to bulk endpoint 240' n which, in this example, is as- 
sociated with a UBR virtual connection. 
[0094] The scheduling of transmissions through mo- 
dem 14 according to these multiple QoS service cate- 
gories, while well-known in the art, will tend to vary over 
time, as connections are established and removed. Fur- 
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thermore, the number of parameters and constraints per 
connection, according to which transmissions are 
scheduled, complicate the prioritization of communica- 
tions as compared to the priority schemes described 
above relative to Figures 6a, 7a : and 7b. According to 
this second preferred embodiment of the invention, 
therefore, priority scheduler 137 is preferably imple- 
mented as programmable logic. The parameters and 
operation of priority scheduler 137 are established by 
program instructions and parameters stored in program 
memory 104, preferably configurable by way of a 
firmware download from host 12 in the initialization and 
operation of modem 14. 

[0095] For clarity, no ABR communications are estab- 
lished by transmit controller 132 in this example. It is 
contemplated, however, that the application of the pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention to ABR communica- 
tions will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art 
having reference lo this specification. In this regard, il 
is contemplated that such ABR communications will al- 
so benefit from the present invention, considering the 
use of QoS categories according to this class of service. 
[0096] According to this second embodiment of the 
present invention, the selection of the appropriate end- 
point 240' is a substantially separate process from the 
segmentation of ATM cells from the transmitted USB 
packets. More specifically, priority scheduler 137 oper- 
ates in conjunction with transmit state machine 250 to 
select the one of endpoints 240' according to the con- 
figured QoS categories to be communicated, while seg- 
mentation state machine 260 operates in combination 
with transmit state machine 250 to retrieve the commu- 
nicated data from the selected endpoint 240* and format 
the read data into ATM cells for transmission over the 
communications facility. 

[0097] The following description will separately de- 
scribe the method used to select the appropriate end- 
point 240* from the segmentation operation. Figure 8 il- 
lustrates the method of scheduling and selecting of the 
appropriate endpoint 240, while Figures 9 and 10 illus- 
trate the segmentation operation. 
[0098] Referring first to Figure 8, the operation of 
transmit controller 132 in scheduling ATM communica- 
tions for multiple QoS categories, according to this pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention, will now be de- 
scribed in detail. In this embodiment of the invention, 
endpoints 240' are polled and accessed according lo a 
priority scheme that involves the ATM QoS data trans- 
mission parameters. 

[0099] In advance of the operations illustrated in Fig- 
ure 8, the QoS parameters for the current virtual con- 
nections are communicated to priority scheduler 1 37, by 
way of write operations carried out to program memory 
1 04 or to configuration registers 272 within transmit con- 
troller 132. Upon the establishing or dropping of a new 
connection, these parameters will be updated or modi- 
fied. Additionally, resource management (RM) ATM 
cells received from the network over the communica- 



tions facility communicate information concerning cur- 
rent network conditions, in response to which the QoS 
parameters may be adjusted. For example, with refer- 
ence to Figure 5. the contents of configuration registers 
5 272 in transmit controller 1 32 may be updated from the 
RM cells, with the new values used by priority scheduler 
137 in its scheduling. 

[0100] The particular scheduling algorithm that is fol- 
lowed by priority scheduler 137 may follow those used 
10 by conventional ATM traffic management devices. For 
example, the scheduling algorithm executed by priority 
scheduler 1 37 may correspond to that carried out by the 
TNETA1585 ATM Traffic Management Scheduler De- 
vice available from Texas Instruments Incorporated. 
15 The results of the particular ATM scheduling algorithm 
are then used to control transmit state machine 250 in 
accessing endpoints 240' in shared memory 44 to effect 
the scheduled transmission. The flow diagram of Figure 
8 is an example of such control, as will now be described 

20 for the example of two CBR channels, one ABR channel, 
and one UBR channel, as illustrated in Figure 6b. 
[0101] Upon the initiation of a USB frame or other time 
interval, the process of Figure 8 according to this second 
preferred embodiment of the invention begins with dc- 

25 cision 181, in which priority scheduler 137 determines 
whether the guaranteed data rate for the first CBR chan- 
nel (CBRO) associated with isochronous endpoint 240' 0 
has yet been satisfied over the current time interval. De- 
cision 181 is, as noted above, based upon the schedul- 

30 ing algorithm executed by priority scheduler 137, using 
the Peak Cell Rate (PCR) value for virtual connection 
CBRO corresponding to isochronous endpoint 240' 0 . If 
the data rate has not yet been satisfied (decision 181 is 
NO), decision 183 is then performed by priority sched- 

35 uler 137 causing transmit state machine 250 to poll is- 
ochronous endpoint 240*0 in shared memory 44 to de- 
termine whether unread data is present at this iso- 
chronous endpoint 240' 0 . Parenthetically, decision 183 
subsumes the polling and decision processes that were 

40 separately described relative to Figure 7a. If decision 
183 returns a YES, priority scheduler 137 selects end- 
point 240' 0 in process 1 84, and waits for the fetching of 
an ATM cell from this location by transmit state machine 
250 and segmentation state machine 260, in its opera- 

45 tions described below relative to Figures 9 and 10. Fol- 
lowing this access, control then passes back to decision 
181 for further processing of virtual channel CBRO. 
[01 02] In the event that either the data rate for channel 
CBRO has been satisfied (decision 181 is YES) or no 

50 unread data is present at endpoint 240' 0 (decision 1 83 
is NO), priority scheduler 137 evaluates decision 1 85 to 
determine whether the data rate for the next priority vir- 
tual channel CBR1 has been met over the current time 
interval. If the data rate has not yet been met for channel 

55 CBR1 (decision 185 is NO), priority scheduler 137 and 
transmit state machine 250 then execute decision 187 
to determine whether unread data is present at endpoint 
240^ , which is associated with channel CBR1 . If so{de- 
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cision 1 87 is YES), transmit state machine 250 performs 
process 1 88 to select endpoint 240^ , and to await fetch- 
ing of an ATM packet from that location. Upon comple- 
tion of that access, control returns back to decision 1 81 
to re-interrogate and process channel CBRO. On the 
other hand, if either channel CBR1 has its data rate sat- 
isfied for the current time interval (decision 1 85 is YES) 
or no unread data is present at endpoint 240^ (decision 

187 is NO), control passes to decision 189 for process- 
ing of the remaining VBR and UBR channels, at bulk 
endpoints 240' 2 through 240' n . 

[0103] In this example where channel CBRO is serv- 
iced before channel CBR1, channel CBR1 preferably 
has a lower data rate than that of channel CBRO, despite 
both channels corresponding to CBR transmissions. Al- 
ternatively, channels CBRO and CBR1 , and their corre- 
sponding isochronous endpoints 240' 0: 240^ , could be 
processed in an interleaved fashion with the processing 
of channel CBR1 by decisions 185, 187 and process 

188 occurring after each instance of the processing of 
channel CBRO, regardless of the result. In this alterna- 
tive approach, processing of the bulk endpoints and 
VBR/UBR channels (and, if present, ABR channels) 
would begin only if, for both of channels CBRO, CBR1 , 
the corresponding data rates were satisfied or no un- 
read data are present at their corresponding iso- 
chronous endpoints 240' 0 , 240'., . It is contemplated that 
these, and other, alternative arrangements will be ap- 
parent to those skilled in the art having reference to this 
specification. 

[0104] In any event, it is important that modem Men- 
sure that sufficient bandwidth is available to service all 
of the guaranteed data rate channels. In the example of 
Figures 6b and 8, this requires sufficient bandwidth to 
service both CBR channels CBRO, CBR1 . 
[0105] Referring back to Figure 8, priority scheduler 
137 first determines whether the current VBR channel 
has met its data rate. If so, control passes to decision 
193 for processing of UBR data, in this example. If the 
current VBR channel data rate has not yet been satisfied 
(decision 189 is NO), priority scheduler 137 then deter- 
mines, in decision 191 , whether any VBR channel con- 
tains unread data. If multiple VBR channels are currently 
connected (each with their own bulk endpoint 240'), 
each VBR channel is polled by decisions 189, 191. If 
unread data is present (decision 191 is YES), process 
192 is then performed by transmit state machine 250 
and segmentation state machine 260 to select the ap- 
propriate VBR endpoint (e.g., bulk endpoint 240' 2 ) and 
to await fetching of data from that location, following 
which control returns to decision 181 to repeat the 
processing of the CBR channels. According to this sec- 
ond preferred embodiment of the present invention, 
process 192 substantially subsumes the scheduling of 
all of the currently connected VBR channels, such 
scheduling being carried out according to conventional 
techniques. 

[0106] If ABR transmissions are being carried out, al- 
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ternatively or in addition to the CBR and VBR commu- 
nications described above, the processing of ABR chan- 
nels will follow substantially that described for VBR com- 
munications, but with different scheduling criteria to cor- 
5 respond to the ABR standards. Typically, such schedul- 
ing of transmissions among ABR channels is carried out 
according to a fairness algorithm, to prevent one or a 
few ABR channels from dominating the remaining avail- 
able bandwidth to the exclusion of other ABR channels. 

10 Such scheduling will be executed by priority scheduler 
1 37 determining which of the bulk endpoints 240' asso- 
ciated with a particular ABR channel is to be selected in 
each pass through the process. 
[01 07] In the example of Figures 6b and 8 ; only a sin- 

15 gie VBR channel is provided. This channel is associated 
with bulk endpoint 240' 2 in shared memory 44. In the 
event that no unread data are present at endpoint 240 2 
in shared memory 44 (decision 191 is NO), then any 
UBR channels may be serviced, beginning wilh decision 

20 1 93. Decision 1 93 is executed by transmit state machine 
250 in conjunction with priority scheduler 137 polling 
endpoint 240' n in this example, to determine whether un- 
read data is present thereat. If so. transmit state ma- 
chine 250 then selects endpoint 240* n in process 1 94 for 

25 access by transmit state machine 250 and segmenta- 
tion state machine 260 for segmentation and eventual 
transmission. Upon completion of this access, or if no 
UBR data is present at endpoint 240' n , control returns 
to decision 181 for the next instance of the process, be- 

30 ginning again with interrogation and processing of the 
CBR channels as discussed above. 
[0108] According to this second preferred embodi- 
ment of the invention, the scheduling and transmission 
of ATM communications is handled by transmit control- 

35 ler 132 and priority scheduler 137 in modem 14. This 
management is executed through the selection of the 
endpoints 240' from which ATM packets are to be 
fetched for segmentation and transmission. Because 
ATM QoS scheduling is handled in the USB function ac- 

40 cording to the present invention, host 12 is relieved from 
itself scheduling ATM communications, and need only 
write the ATM data to the appropriate endpoints 240' in 
shared memory 44 that are associated with the connec- 
tions being serviced. Accordingly, both the USB host 

45 and also the USB bus are efficiently utilized. 

[0109] Referring back to Figure 5, and as described 
in copending application S.N. 09/507,383, filed Febru- 
ary 1 8, 2000, and incorporated herein by this reference, 
the ATM transmission data written to endpoints 240' ac- 

50 cording to this second preferred embodiment of the in- 
vention preferably include both ATM header information 
and also the ATM packet payload itself. According to this 
embodiment of the invention, modem 14 executes the 
ATM segmentation of sixty-four byte USB packets 

55 (which are written to endpoints 240') into the fifty-three 
byte standard ATM cells, including generation of the 
ATM header for each cell; USB interface device 30 also 
receives and forwards the necessary "padding" of the 
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ATM cells to fill the fifty-three byte cells, and also calcu- 
lates and appends of the appropriate cyclic redundancy 
check (CRC) value to the packet. USB communication 
is thus made more efficient by not requiring the host to 
forward each copy of the ATM header over the USB bus, 5 
and by concatenating payload data into the maximum 
size sixty-four byte USB packets, thus greatly reducing 
the amount of null bytes over the USB bus. 
[0110] As shown in Figure 5, segmentation state ma- 
chine 260 is coupled to data transmit state machine 250, io 
and performs segmentation operations as appropriate 
for the particular packet upon such bytes. Output data 
from segmentation state machine 260 are forwarded, by 
way of demultiplexer 266, to the appropriate one of byte 
buffers 268. The operation of segmentation state ma- '5 
chine 260 is carried out in combination with header reg- 
ister 252, packet length register 254, and packet type 
register 256, each of which stores results useful in the 
generation of ATM headers. Segmentation stale ma- 
chine 260 also operates in cooperation with CRC logic 20 
258, which performs CRC calculations to generate the 
CRC filler of the transmitted ATM packets. Additionally, 
cell counter 262 counts the number of ATM cells being 
generated by segmentation state machine 260 for the 
current packet, and byte counter 264 counts the number 25 
of bytes within the current ATM cell that have been proc- 
essed by segmentation state machine 250. 
[0111] Demultiplexer 266 receives each byte proc- 
essed by segmentation state machine 260, and for- 
wards it to the appropriate one of byte buffers 268. The 30 
contents of byte registers 268 are simultaneously re- 
ceived, as a thirty-two bit data word, by VBus state ma- 
chine 270. In combination with word counter 274 and 
transmit configuration registers 272, VBus state ma- 
chine 270 operates to apply the data word to bus VBus, 35 
and thus to transmit FIFO 35 in DSP 32 (Figure 2) over 
bus VBus and via VBUS-to-HPIF bridge 118 (if present, 
as in Figure 3). 

[01 12] Transmit controller 1 32 can process ATM data 
corresponding to any one of a number of formats, as *o 
described in the above-referenced copending applica- 
tion S.N. 09/507,383. These formats include AAL5 and 
OAM packets, as well as a PTI Null PDU that can sup- 
port AAL1 , AAL2, and AAL3/4 protocols. A transparent 
PDU, consisting of simply a fifty-three byte packet with *s 
seven bytes of header and forty-eight bytes of data, sim- 
ilar to a conventional ATM cell, may also be processed. 
[0113] Referring now to Figure 9, the operation of 
ATM transmit controller 1 32, and particularly segmenta- 
tion state machine 260 therein, in performing the seg- so 
mentation of the ATM packet generated by host 12 into 
ATM cells for transmission via modem 14. This opera- 
tion is performed once the appropriate endpoint 240' 
has been selected by one of processes 184, 188, 192, 
194 illustrated in Figure 8. This permits segmentation 55 
state machine 260, according to this embodiment of the 
invention, to be concerned with handling only a single 
channel of ATM transmission at a time. Alternatively, 
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multiple segmentation state machines 260 may be im- 
plemented to handle multiple channels at once, if de- 
sired. 

[0114] The operation of ATM transmit controller 132 
begins with decision 281, in which segmentation state 
machine 260 interrogates the state of byte buffers 268 
to determine whether a location is available to which to 
forward another byte of packet data. If not (decision 281 
is YES because byte buffers 268 are full), segmentation 
state machine 260 must wait until VBus state machine 
270 reads the data word from the contents of byte buff- 
ers 268, following which decision 281 will return a NO 
result, permitting control to pass to decision 283. 
[0115] As noted above, VBus state machine 270 
writes the transmit data words to transmit FIFO 35 of 
DSP 32 independently from : and thus simultaneously 
with, the operation of segmentation state machine 260 
described herein. This operation by VBus state machine 
270 consists of requesting access to bus VBus and, up- 
on receiving a grant of such access, reading the con- 
tents of byte buffers 268 as a transmit data word, and 
then presenting the transmit data word to bus VBus; as 
such, VBus state machine 270 operates substantially 
similarly with VBus state machine 70 of ATM receive 
controller 134 described hereinabove, except writing 
data to bus VBus rather than reading data therefrom. 
Similarly as described above, VBus state machine 70 
maintains the current transmit FIFO address in its cur- 
rent FIFO address 276, so that the proper memory ad- 
dress may be presented in combination with the data 
word to be transmitted. VBus-to-HPIF bridge 118 then 
translates, or "bridges", this address and data informa- 
tion into the HPIF format comprehendible by DSP 32. 
Once VBus state machine 270 clears byte buffers 268, 
as noted above, decision 281 will return a NO result to 
indicate that space is available in byte buffers 268 for 
the next byte to be processed. 
[0116] In decision 283, segmentation state machine 
260 in combination with transmit state machine 250 de- 
termine whether new data is present at one of endpoints 
240' and available for transmission. Decision 283 thus 
corresponds to the process of Figure 8, up to the point 
at which one of processes 184, 188, 192, 194 is to be 
executed. If no data is available at any of endpoints 240' 
(decision 283 is NO), segmentation state machine 260 
must wait for such data to appear. At such time as data 
is written to endpoints 240' from host 12 for an ATM 
packet, decision 283 will return a YES result, and seg- 
mentation state machine 260 proceeds to execution of 
decision 285. This situation corresponds to one of 
processes184, 188, 192, 194 selecting the appropriate 
one of endpoints 240' in shared memory 44 according 
to the scheduling routine described above. 
[0117] In decision 285, segmentation state machine 
260 determines whether the ATM header for the current 
packet has yet been configured. Upon receiving the in- 
itial packet information, the ATM header will not have 
yet been configured. In this case (decision 285 is NO), 
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segmentation state machine 260 copies the received 
ATM header and control information into its registers 
252, 254. 256. shown in Figure 10. Specifically, the first 
four bytes of the seven-byte ATM header information 
read from the selected endpoint 240\ corresponding to 5 
the GFC, VPI, and VCI connection information, are 
stored in header register 252, the fifth and sixth bytes 
correspondingto the length of the packet are written into 
length register254, and the seventh byte corresponding 
to the packet type is written into packet type register 256. 10 
Following the storing of this information in registers 252, 
254, 256 : segmentation state machine 260 retains the 
information necessary for generation of the five-byte 
ATM cell headers for each ATM cell segmented and for- 
warded by ATM transmit controller 132. Control then *5 
passes to process 288, for transmission of header bytes 
to DSP 32, as will now be described relative to Figure 1 0. 
[0118] As noted above and as well known in the art, 
conventional ATM cell headers are five bytes in length; 
however, only a thirty-two bit data word is communicat- 20 
ed over bus VBus to bus HPIF, and thus to DSP 32. As 
such, the transmission of an ATM cell header requires 
two data words for complete transmission. However, as 
is also well known in the art, the fifth byte of an ATM cell 
header is dedicated for the HEC field, which will be gen- 25 
erated by the transmission convergence layer at DSP 
32. As such, while segmentation state machine 260 
must generate a five byte ATM cell header the fifth byte 
of this header is a null, or dont care, byte, prior to 
processing by DSP 32. Process 288 is thus a two-pass 30 
process, and begins with decision 311 in which segmen- 
tation state machine 260 determines whether the four- 
byte partial header has previously been transmitted to 
VBus state machine 270. If not (decision 311 is NO), 
control passes to decision 313. 35 
[0119] In decision 313, segmentation state machine 
260 determines, from the packet type ATM header in- 
formation stored in packet type register 256, whetherthe 
current packet is an OAM packet. If so (decision 313 is 
YES), the transmitted packet will be a single cell packet, 40 
and as such control passes directly to process 314 by 
way of which segmentation state machine 260 transfers 
the first four bytes of the ATM cell header to byte buffers 
268 via demultiplexer 266. As is known in the ATM art, 
these four bytes include the GFC, VPI, VCI. PTI, and « 
CLP fields. Control then passes back to decisions 281 
and 283 to wail for byte buffers 268 to clear and for se- 
lection of the next endpoint 240' to be processed. 
[0120] If decision 313 is not an OAM or a transparent 
packet (decision 313 is NO), segmentation state ma- so 
chine 260 performs decision 315 to determine whether 
the last ATM cell is about to be transmitted for the current 
ATM packet. If so (decision 315 is YES), process 316 is 
performed by segmentation state machine 260 to re- 
write the PTI field in the four-byte ATM header to include 55 
the end-of-packet indicator for that cell. In either case 
(decision 315 is NO, or following process 31 6), segmen- 
tation state machine 260 transfers the first four bytes of 
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the ATM cell header to byte buffers 268 , in process 31 4. 
[01 21 ] Following process 31 4. control passes back to 
decision 281 to await the reading of the previous header 
information from byte buffers 268. Once byte buffers 268 
are read, and upon decision 283 returning a YES. indi- 
cating the presence of new data at endpoint 2401 deci- 
sion 285 again returns a NO result since the header has 
not been completely configured and transmitted. Proc- 
ess 286 may be skipped for this second pass (consid- 
ering that the ATM header information is already stored 
in registers 252, 254 : 256) and control passes to deci- 
sion 311 of process 288 which returns a YES result in- 
dicating that the four-byte partial header has already 
been set. Segmentation state machine 260 then trans- 
mits a null byte to one of byte buffers 268 (i.e.. the zeroth 
byte) for eventual transmission to DSP 32. Control then 
returns back to decision 281 (which necessarily returns 
a NO result at this point), and decisions 283, 285 (each 
of which returns a YES result), following which segmen- 
tation state machine 260 next performs decision 287. 
[0122] Decision 287 determines whether the current 
byte count value, which is stored in byte counter 264, 
has the value forty-eight, which is the maximum number 
of bytes of payload in an ATM cell, as is known in the 
art. If not (decision 287 is NO), the next byte of data to 
be processed will not be the final byte in the current ATM 
cell. Decision 293 is then performed by segmentation 
state machine 260 to determine whether the current 
ATM cell is the last cell in the ATM packet, by comparing 
the current value of cell counter 262 with a terminal cell 
count that may be derived from the current contents of 
length register254; in this regard, since all OAM packets 
consist of only a single cell, a packet type identifier (reg- 
ister 256) indicating an OAM packet will also cause de- 
cision 293 to return a YES result. 
[0123] If the current ATM cell being produced is not 
the last cell in the packet, process 294 is performed to 
cause transmit state machine 250 to fetch the next data 
byte from the selected endpoint 240' of shared memory 
44; this next data byte is received by segmentation state 
machine 260, and CRC logic 258 initiates or continues 
the calculation of the CRC value for the current ATM 
packet. As discussed above relative to the receive and 
reassembly of ATM packets, AAL5 ATM packets include 
a trailer containing a thirty-two bit CRC checksum for 
the payload of all cells within the ATM packet. CRC logic 
258 provides dedicated hardware for the calculation of 
this CRC checksum in an ongoing manner, effectively 
in parallel with the processing carried out by segmenta- 
tion state machine 260. Following the fetch of the next 
data byte (but not necessarily the completion of the C RC 
calculation, as noted above), segmentation state ma- 
chine 260 next increments the value of byte counter 264 , 
in process 296, and then transfers the fetched data byte 
to the next open location in byte buffers 268. As noted 
above, VBus state machine 270 retrieves the contents 
of all four byte buffers 268, in the form of a thirty-two bit 
data word, once these buffers are filled. Whether read 
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by VBus state machine 270 or not, after the transfer of 
the data byte to byte buffers 268, control passes back 
to decision 281 , where segmentation state machine 260 
determines whether an available byte buffer remains, 
and then whether data is present at the selected end- 5 
point 240', as noted above. 

[0124] If the current cell is the last cell in the ATM 
packet (i.e. : decision 293 is YES), additional processing 
is required to generate trailing information, or at least to 
prepare ATM transmit controller 1 32 for the next packet. 
Decision 299 is first performed to determine whether the 
current cell corresponds to an AAL5 or OAM packet; if 
it is of neither type (decision 299 is NO), process 302 is 
then performed to simply fetch the next data byte from 
the selected endpoint 240'. If, on the other hand, the cur- 
rent packet is an AAL5 or OAM packet, process 300 is 
performed by segmentation state machine 260 to sub- 
stitute the final CRC value (either CRC-32 or CRC-10, 
hs ihe case may be) for the appropriate data portion of 
the cell. In either case (after process 302 or process 304, 
as the case may be), decision 303 is next performed to 
determine whether the current byte is the last byte in 
this the last cell of the packet. If not (decision 303 is NO), 
process 296 is performed to increment the byte count 
and the current byte is transferred to the appropriate 
byte buffer 268 in process 298, with control returning to 
decision 281 for receipt of the next byte. 
[0125] Upon reaching the last byte of the cell (decision 
303 is YES), the ATM packet may be completed, in proc- 
ess 304. the header and control configuration informa- 
tion stored in registers 252. 254, 256 is cleared by seg- 
mentation state machine 260, so that the next packet 
will have its own ATM cell headers configured and trans- 
mitted via decision 285 and processes 286, 288. The 
contents of byte counter 264 are cleared in process 306, 
and the contents of cell counter 262 are cleared in proc- 
ess 308. This final byte is then transferred to byte buffers 
268, in process 298, and the transmission of the ATM 
packet is then complete. Control then returns to deci- 
sions 281 , 283 to await the emptying of byte buffers 268 
and the receipt of new data at endpoints 240, with the 
process then repeating for the next ATM packet. 
[0126] According to this embodiment of the present 
invention, in addition to the advantages provided by the 
scheduling of ATM channels, significant advantages are 
obtained by the segmentation of ATM packets into ATM 
cells at the USB interface device, as described above. 
The USB bus is more efficiently utilized according to the 
present invention, as compared with conventional USB- 
based devices, because the ATM headei information 
need only be communicated over the USB bus once ac- 
cording to the present invention; the segmentation logic 
in the USB interface device itself then generates the 
ATM cell headers. Secondly, the host is able to commu- 
nicate the ATM packet payload by way of full USB pack- 
ets (e.g., sixty-four byte bulk packets), without regard to 
ATM cell boundaries, as opposed to conventional devic- 
es in which the fifty-three byte ATM packets are trans- 
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mitted within individual sixty-four byte USB packets with 
eleven null bytes. The computationally intensive opera- 
tions of segmentation. CRC calculation, and the like are 
also performed in the USB peripheral according to the 
present invention, preferably in dedicated hardware, 
thus relieving the host from performing these functions 
in software. Accordingly the development and imple- 
mentation of host drivers for the ATM transmission is 
significantly facilitated by the present invention. 

Conclusion 

[01 27] According to the preferred embodiments of the 
invention described above, the USB function manages 
the priority scheduling of data communications, permit- 
ting the host to simply manage the memory address to 
which the communication data are to be written for each 
communication according to its priority. QoS capability 
permits the optimum use of the network bandwidth for 
the various types of communications and corresponding 
bit rates. The implementation of QoS functions and 
management in the USB function thus provides im- 
proved performance for the overall USB system. 
[0128] While the present invention has been de- 
scribed according to its preferred embodiments, it is of 
course contemplated that modifications of, and alterna- 
tives to, these embodiments, such modifications and al- 
ternatives obtaining the advantages and benefits of this 
invention, will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in 
the art having reference to this specification and its 
drawings. It is contemplated that such modifications and 
alternatives are within the scope of this invention as sub- 
sequently claimed herein. 



Claims 

1 . A computer peripheral device for receiving commu- 
nications from a host computer (12) and for trans- 
mitting the communications over a communications 
facility, comprising: 

a USB port (12 1? 12 2 , 12 3 , 14 15 16^ 18^ for 
coupling to the host computer by way of a Uni- 
versal Serial Bus connection; 
a communications interface (30) forforwarding 
message data to the communications facility; 
and 

a USB interface (30), coupled to the USB port 
and to the communications interface (30), com- 
prising: 

shared memory (44), for buffering data to be 
transmitted over the communications facility, 
the shared memory (44) accessible at a plural- 
ity of endpoint locations; 
a USB interface module (40), coupled to the 
USB port, for controlling access to the shared 
memory (44) at the plurality of endpoint loca- 
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tions by the host computer (12); 
a transmit controller (132), for retrieving data 
from a selected one of the plurality of endpoints 
and for forwarding the retrieved portions to the 
communications interface; and 
priority scheduling logic (137) ; coupled to the 
transmit controller (132), for selecting the one. 
of the plurality of endpoint locations to be ac- 
cessed by the transmit controller (1 32), accord- 
ing to a predetermined priority scheme. 

2. The peripheral device of claim 1 . wherein the USB 
interface further comprises: 

a processing device, coupled to the transmit 
controller and to the communications interface, for 
processing data retrieved from the shared memory 
by the transmit controller into a format for transmis- 
sion over the communications facility. 

3. The peripheral device of claim 1 , wherein the USB 
interface further comprises: 

a memory, coupled to the priority scheduling 
logic, for storing information corresponding to the 
predetermined priority scheme. 

4. The peripheral device of claim 3, wherein the prior- 
ity scheduling logic comprises: 

programmable logic, coupled to the memory, 
and operable responsive to the stored information 
corresponding to the predetermined priority 
scheme. 

. 5. The peripheral device of claim 3, wherein the mem- 
ory comprises: 

a control register, for storing configuration infor- 
mation; 

and wherein the priority scheduling logic com- 
prises: 

sequential logic, configurable by way of the 
contents of the control register, 

6. The peripheral device of claim 1, wherein at least 
one of the plurality of endpoint locations in the 
shared memory is for receiving USB data transfers 
of the isochronous type. 

7. The peripheral device of claim 6, wherein at least 
one of the plurality of the endpoint locations in the 
shared memory is for receiving USB data transfers 
of the bulk type. 

8. The peripheral device of claim 6, wherein the com- 
munications correspond to a plurality of virtual 
channels under the Asynchronous Transfer Mode 
(ATM) protocol, each virtual channel associated 
with one of the plurality of endpoint locations in the 
shared memory; 



and wherein the plurality of virtual channels 
are associated with a plurality of ATM Quality of 
Service (QoS) categories. 

5 9. The peripheral device of claim 8. wherein a first one 
of the plurality of virtual channels is associated with 
a Constant Bit Rate (CBR) category; 

and wherein the first one of the plurality of vir- 
tual channels is associated with one of the plurality 

10 of endpoint locations in the shared memory that is 
for receiving USB data transfers of the isochronous 
type. 

10. The peripheral device of claim 1 , wherein the com- 
15 munications are to be transmitted according to a 

connection-less protocol. 

11. A method of transmitting a plurality of data messag- 
es from a host computer system lo a communica- 
te tions facility by way of a Universal Serial Bus (USB) 

peripheral device, comprising the steps of: 

for each of the plurality of data messages, op- 
erating the host computer to transfer data cor- 
25 responding to the message to a shared mem- 

ory in the USB peripheral device at a corre- 
sponding one of a plurality of endpoint loca- 
tions: 

selecting, by operating the USB peripheral de- 
30 vice, individual ones of the plurality of endpoint 

locations for access according to a predeter- 
mined priority scheme; and 
retrieving message data from the selected one 
of the plurality of endpoint locations, and for- 
35 warding the retrieved message data to the com- 

munications facility. 

12. The method of claim 11 , wherein the host computer 
transfers data for at least a second one of the data 

40 messages to the shared memory by way of a USB 
transfer of the bulk type. 

13. The method of claim 11 , wherein the host computer 
transfers data for at least a first one of the data mes- 

45 sages to the shared memory by way of a USB trans- 
fer of the isochronous type. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the selecting step 
comprises: 

so 

over a selected time interval, determining 
whether data retrieved from a first endpoint lo- 
cation corresponding to the first one of the data 
messages has satisfied a data rate level corre- 
55 sponding to the associated isochronous trans- 

fer; 

responsive to the determining step determining 
that the data rate level has not been satisfied, 
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then retrieving message data for the first one 
of the data messages from the first endpoint lo- 
cation and forwarding the retrieved message 
data to the communications facility: and 
responsive to the determining step determining 
that the data rate level has been satisfied, then 
retrieving message data for the second one of 
the data messages from a corresponding end- 
point location of the shared memory and for- 
warding the retrieved message data to the com- 
munications facility. 
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a peripheral device according to any of claims 
1 to 10. 

The system of claim 19. wherein the communica- 
tions are to be transmitted according to a connec- 
tion-less protocol. 



15. The method of claim 12, wherein the data messag- 
es are for transmission according to the Asynchro- 
nous Transfer Mode (ATM) protocol; 
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wherein the plurality of data messages are 
each associated with an ATM Quality of Service 
(QoS) category; 

and wherein the first one of the data messages 
is associated with a Constant Bit Rate (CBR) 
QoS category. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the second one of 
the data messages is associated with a Variable Bit 
Rate (VBR) QoS category. 
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17. The method of claim 1 5, wherein the selecting step 
comprises: 

over a selected time interval, determining 
whether data retrieved from a first endpoint lo- 
cation corresponding to the first one of the data 
messages has satisfied a data rate level corre- 
sponding to the associated isochronous trans- 
fer; 

responsive to the determining step determining 
that the data rate level has not been satisfied, 
then retrieving message data for the first one 
of the data messages from the first endpoint lo- 
cation and forwarding the retrieved message 
data to the communications facility; and 
responsive to the determining step determining 
that the data rate level has been satisfied, then 
retrieving message data for the second one of 
the data messages from a corresponding end- 
point location of the shared memory and for- 
warding the retrieved message data to the com- 
munications facility. 

18. The method of claim 12, wherein the data messag- 
es are for transmission according to a connection- 
less protocol. 
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19. A computer system, comprising: 

a host computer, having a host Universal Serial 
Bus (USB) port; and 
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